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Putting the Pieces Together 
 

 

C h ic a g o  h a s  a  v e r y  u n iq u e  s y s te m  o f  

w a te r  m a n a g e m e n t in  c o m p a r is o n  to  

o th e r  p a r ts  o f  th e  c o u n tr y .  T h is  

a c tiv ity  c la r if ie s  th e  f lo w  o f  th e  w a te r  

th a t w e  u s e  f r o m  its  s o u r c e  in  L a k e  

M ic h ig a n , to  f iltr a tio n  a n d  tr e a tm e n t, 

to  tr a n s p o r t, to  u s e , a n d  th e n  to  

tr e a tm e n t o f  w a s te w a te r . 
 

Before the meeting: 
 

1 . Cut out the puzzle pieces f o r  th is  

a c tiv ity  ( o n ly  th e  1 7  numbered 

p ie c e s  f r o m  b o th  p a g e s ) .   

• T h e y  c a n  b e  f o u n d  in  th e  

A p p e n d ix  o f  th is  g u id e  o n  p .1 3 -1 4 , 

o r  o n  y o u r  C lu b ’ s  W a te r  R e s o u r c e  

C D .   

2. Place sets (17 pieces total) in 

envelopes.   T h e  n u m b e r  o f  s e ts  is  

u p  to  y o u ; th e  a c tiv ity  c a n  b e  d o n e  

in d iv id u a lly , in  p a ir s , in  g r o u p s , o r  

w ith  th e  e n tir e  C lu b . 

3 . Copy the Statement Sheet ( p . 3 )  f o r  

y o u r  s tu d e n ts . 

4 . Download the following two 

YouTube videos o n to  a  c o m p u te r  

th a t y o u r  s tu d e n ts  c a n  v ie w . 

• G o  to  w w w .Y o u T u b e .c o m  

• In  th e  S e a r c h  f ie ld , e n te r  “ Illin o is  

D r in k in g  W a te r .”  W ith  y o u r  

s tu d e n ts , v ie w  th e  f ir s t tw o  h its , 

p r o d u c e d  b y  IS A W W A : 

• Part 1 ( 6  m in u te s , 4 7  s e c o n d s )  

• Part 2  ( 4  m in u te s , 22 s e c o n d s )  

 

D uring the meeting: 
 

5 . W atch the video clips a s  a  g r o u p . 

6 . P a s s  o u t th e  p u z z le  p ie c e s  a n d  

S ta te m e n t S h e e t. 

7 . E x p la in  th a t th e r e  a r e  1 7  p u z z le  

p ie c e s  in  th e  e n v e lo p e , b u t th a t 

o n ly  13  of them are correct.  

8 . E a c h  p ie c e  h a s  a  n u m b e r  th a t 

c o r r e s p o n d s  to  a  s ta te m e n t o n  th e  

lis t.  I f the statement is true, they 

should use the piece to complete 
the puzzle.  If  th e  s ta te m e n t is  

f a ls e , th e y  s h o u ld  r e tu r n  th e  p ie c e  

to  th e  e n v e lo p e . 
 

I ntroduce and Plan for A udit (1- 2  meetings) 
 

 

1 . R eview th is  a u d it g u id e  a n d  c o n ta c t D O E  w ith  a n y  

q u e s tio n s . 

 

2. I ntroduce and discuss water use and conservation.  W e  

e n c o u r a g e  y o u  to  c o v e r  a s  m a n y  o f  th e  f o llo w in g  to p ic s  a s  

p o s s ib le : 

• C o n d u c t th e  Drop in the B uck et d e m o n s tr a tio n . 

o F ill y o u r  e m p ty , c le a n  m ilk  ju g  to  th e  to p  w ith  

w a te r .  E x p la in  to  th e  C lu b  th a t th is  w a te r  

r e p r e s e n ts  all o f  th e  w a te r  in  th e  w o r ld .   

o T e ll s tu d e n ts  th a t y o u  w a n t th e m  to  g u e s s  h o w  

m u c h  o f  th is  w a te r  is  a v a ila b le  f o r  e v e r y d a y  u s e .  

H a v e  th e m  s u g g e s t p e r c e n ta g e s . 

o S ta r t d u m p in g  w a te r  o u t o f  th e  m ilk  ju g  in to  th e  

b u c k e t.  T e ll s tu d e n ts  th a t y o u  a r e  n o w  d u m p in g  

o u t a ll o f  th e  s a lt w a te r  ( w h ic h  w e  c a n ’ t d r in k , u s e  

to  g r o w  c r o p s , u s e  f o r  b a th in g , e tc .) .  D u m p  o u t a ll 

b u t ½  c u p  o f  th e  w a te r . 9 7%  of the world’s water 

is salt water. 

o E x p la in  th a t w h a t r e m a in s  in  th e  m ilk  ju g  is  f r e s h  

w a te r , b u t n o t a ll o f  it is  a c c e s s ib le .  A bout 8 0 %  

of our fresh water is frozen in glaciers.  D u m p  

th is  a m o u n t in to  th e  b u c k e t.  ( A ll th a t s h o u ld  

r e m a in  in  th e  b u c k e t is  a b o u t 2 ta b le s p o o n s  o f  

w a te r ) . 

o E x p la in  th a t n o t e v e n  a ll o f  th e  r e m a in in g  w a te r  in  

th e  m ilk  ju g  is  a v a ila b le  f o r  h u m a n  u s e .  S o m e  o f  

th a t f r e s h  w a te r  is  in  g r o u n d w a te r , m ix e d  in  w ith  

s o il, o r  s o  b a d ly  p o llu te d  th a t it c a n n o t b e  u s e d .  

D u m p  a  b it m o r e  w a te r  in to  th e  b u c k e t.  

o W h a t r e m a in s  in  th e  ju g  ( 1  ½  ta b le s p o o n s  o f  

w a te r )  r e p r e s e n ts  a ll o f  th e  w o r ld ’ s  f r e s h  w a te r  

th a t is  f it f o r  c o n s u m p tio n  a n d  u s e  –  le s s  th a n  

0 .5 %  o f  th e  w o r ld ’ s  w a te r .   

o O f  a ll th e  w a te r  th a t le f t in  th e  ju g , a  la r g e  p a r t o f  

it is  s to r e d  in  th e  g r e a t la k e s .  2 0 %  of the world’s 

fresh water is found in the G reat L ak es!    

• U s in g  th e  in f o r m a tio n  f r o m  th e  W a te r  W o r k s h o p ’ s  

P o w e r P o in t presentation a n d /o r  th e  Putting the 

Pieces Together a c tiv ity  s ta r tin g  o n  th is  p a g e , e x p la in  

w h e r e  C h ic a g o ’ s  w a te r  c o m e s  f r o m  a n d  w h e r e  it g o e s  

a f te r  it is  u s e d . 

• H a v e  s tu d e n ts  brainstorm some of their uses for 

water, a n d  s o m e  o f  th e  s c h o o l’ s  u s e s .  

 

 
 


